FIRST OVER EVEREST
ing such members of die expedition who went by sea passages at
preferential rates. For generations the P. & O. have been the
high criterion of comfort and satisfaction on the high seas, and
the new liners mark yet another era in sea travel. We were glad
to feel diat diis famous company was associated with us in a
venture of such geographical and scientific interest, and are
sensible of their practical support and ever ready help.
We have dealt with aircraft and all that goes with diem, with
oxygen and cameras, while electrical suits and aircraft instru-
ments have been given the praise which is dieir due, and we
would here complete the tale of successful endeavour.
The practicability of the flight from the fuelling point of view
was thoroughly discussed with the Shell Company's technical
staff, who considered that, although the problem of providing a
fuel capable of giving die necessary performance at extreme
altitudes was a difficult one, it could be solved if their chemists
worked in close collaboration with the manufacturers of die
engine.
The problem had two aspects: the fuel must give maximum
performance widiout physical or chemical alteration, at an
outside temperature of 60 degrees below zero Fahrenheit; it
must continue to develop full power in an atmosphere so atten-
uated that, apart from the comparative lack of oxygen, the
pressure was but one-seventh of diat at sea-level
As a result a fuel largely on the lines of Shell Aviation spirit,
but blended rather differendy, proved the most suitable and was
used without giving the slightest trouble; indeed, it was one of
the main factors in the success of the flight.
The organisation necessary to provide adequate supplies of
spirit where needed, was in the hands of die Burma Shell Com-
pany, and die assistance they gave is worthy of die highest
tribute.
As regards oil we put our trust in Wakefield's Castrol Aero
Coil, and if there had been a better oil we should have used it.
The new way of proceeding to India and die East is by Im-
perial Airways, travelling with a maximum of speed, comfort
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